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Legal Services NYC was founded in 1968 as part of the War on Poverty, an 
expansive set of initiatives introduced in the 1960s under President Lyndon 
B. Johnson. What started as a loose confederation of neighborhood-based 
legal services programs has grown into the nation’s largest civil legal 
services provider. Our citywide force of more than 600 staff helps more 
than 100,000 low-income New Yorkers annually. 

for low-income new yorkers facing a life crisis, legal help is often the 
most effective tool in resolving it. Roughly 1.6 million city residents are 
currently living below the poverty line—a mere $25,000 for a family of four. 
They are often made more vulnerable by discrimination, immigration status, 
age, or disabilities. 

for the last 50 years, our dedicated staff has challenged systemic injustices 
and made real, tangible improvements in the lives of communities across the 
city. This work includes preventing evictions and preserving housing; demanding 
access to high-quality education, health care, and economic security; ensuring 
safety and stability for survivors of domestic violence and immigrants; and 
fighting for the dignity and respect of all New Yorkers, including LGBTQ 
communities, New Yorkers with disabilities, and people of color. 

with deep roots in communities in all five boroughs, legal services nyc 
has handled more than two million cases since our founding. We are 
proud of what we have accomplished and look forward to continuing to 
expand the scope of our work with the generous support of our individuals, 
partners, and communities across the city.

LEGAL SERVICES NYC
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Legal Services nyc’s advocacy put 

$21,300,000 back in the hands of vulnerable 

communities this year through cash 

benefits, settlements, and direct savings.
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Dear Supporters,
As New York City continues its slow recovery from the Covid-19 
pandemic—now in its third year—New York’s low-income communities and 
neighborhoods are still struggling to survive. 

Although unemployment and new infection rates are on the decline, New 
Yorkers are facing new challenges. The lifting of the eviction moratoriums 
has resulted in a flood of new eviction cases filed by landlords eager to push 
tenants out. The dwindling of rental assistance funds (such as ERAP) has left 
tenants vulnerable. New immigrants are struggling to find shelter and access 
basic necessities. 

Thankfully, Legal Services NYC is on the front lines, ready to help 
communities and their families find safety and stability and navigate 
complex systems to access life-saving benefits and resources. 

After the eviction moratorium lifted, court calendars were overwhelmed 
with cases. In response, LSNYC banded together with other legal service 
providers to urge housing courts to slow down the calendaring of cases so 
that every tenant facing eviction who needs an attorney can get one. 

Immigrants fleeing persecution and hardships in their home countries arrived 
by the thousands in New York City, seeking safety and shelter. While the city 
is still struggling to figure out how to house them, LSNYC advocates quickly 
mobilized to help communities access the public benefits they needed to 
survive, even creating posters and fact sheets to hand out at shelters.

As communities across the city continue to recover 
and put their lives back together, they can count 
on Legal Services NYC to help them when they need 
help the most. I could not be more proud of the 
incredible dedication, strategic thinking, creative 
problem solving that our staff showed this year, often 
at just a moment’s notice, so that New York’s most 
marginalized communities can breathe a bit easier. 

Thank you, as always, for your support and 
we look forward to a safer, healthier, and 
happier 2023.

Raun J. Rasmussen
Executive Director

A NOTE FROM  
THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR
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WHO WE SERVE

manhattan 
14,985   
(14%)

NEW YORKERS HELPED 
ACROSS ALL 5 BOROUGHS 

queens 
24,920 (23%)

staten island  
7,682 (8%)

BROOKLYN 
25,707 (24%)

bronx
33,376 (31%)
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WHAT WE DO
Through our offices in all five boroughs, Legal Services NYC (LSNYC) fights for the rights of the low 
income members of our communities. We coordinate our services across practice areas to address 
legal problems faced by historically poor and persecuted populations, including immigrants, veterans, 
people of color, LGBTQ individuals, people living with HIV/AIDS, and people with disabilities. Our 
multifaceted work includes:

protecting housing  
& preventing homelessness  
56,947 new yorkers helped
LSNYC prevents thousands of evictions and 
foreclosures every year. We force landlords to 
repair unsafe and unsanitary housing conditions 
and protect tenants against harassment. Our 
advocacy preserves affordable housing and 
prevents the displacement of poor families  
caused by gentrification.

safeguarding income  
& fighting consumer fraud
26,270 new yorkers helped 
We ensure access to benefits for people with 
disabilities, veterans, the elderly, and others. 
We put a stop to employers’ practices that 
deprive workers of compensation, and fraudsters’ 
schemes that often target low-income individuals 
and families.

helping immigrants  
& strengthening families 
22,699 new yorkers helped
Every year, we help thousands of immigrants and 
their families gain asylum and get on a path to 
citizenship. Our attorneys and social workers also 
secure safe and stable environments for victims of 
domestic violence and their children.

securing access to education  
& health care 

2,211 new yorkers helped 
Our work to protect students’ rights includes 
stopping inappropriate school discipline, and 
ensuring students with special needs get the 
services they need. LSNYC helps uninsured 
New Yorkers access public health benefits, and 
safeguards patients’ housing, finances, and  
health care coverage.

600 staff members served 
approximately 49,000 cases 
that benefited 107,000 
vulnerable New Yorkers

$27,500,000 in cash benefits, 
settlements, and savings to 
our clients

$165,600,000 in NYC  
taxpayer savings

4,850 volunteers at scores 
of law firms and companies 
donated more than 69,000  
pro bono hours helping  
New Yorkers

1,577,000 New Yorkers 
who now understand their 
rights through our trainings, 
workshops and community 
educational events

68,500 hotline calls  
answered by staff fluent in  
10 languages
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pushing housing court  
to slow down eviction cases 
LSNYC, in partnership with tenant rights groups and legal service providers, 
is pushing housing courts to slow down the calendaring of eviction cases 
given the overwhelming volume of cases and lack of attorneys to represent 
clients. New York’s Right To Counsel (RTC) law has been highly effective at 
keeping tenants in their homes. Over the last four years, 84 percent of tenants 
who received representation under Right To Counsel won their cases and 
stayed in their homes. But during the pandemic, the City abandoned RTC’s 
staggered rollout by zip code, instead opening up RTC citywide, including 

those households earning more than 200 percent of the federal poverty line, 
to keep New Yorkers safely housed during the pandemic. RTC providers met 
the challenge, representing all tenants who needed help in response to the 
extraordinary circumstances created by the COVID-19 pandemic, even with 
constant changes in the law. Now providers are at capacity, and are pushing  
the courts to cap the calendaring of cases to allow for competent, client-
centered representation.
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“we all fought hard to 
make the right to counsel 
a reality and we must all 
work together now to make 
sure we continue to make 
good on our promise of free 
legal representation for all 
tenants who need our help.”

- Raun Rasmussen,  
LSNYC executive director 



7

springing into 
action to help 
tenants after 
deadly fires
lsnyc advocates jumped into action after a fatal fire 
in the bronx that killed 17, making sure tenants had 
access to urgent care, shelter, and support. 

In Harlem, following a deadly fire at 1833 Adam Clayton 
Powell Jr. Blvd. that claimed three lives and displaced 
families, LSNYC advocates were on the scene to help 
tenants sue their landlord to speed up repairs. 

Tenants were displaced for several months and some 
were forced to find new housing on their own, some 
staying in shelters temporarily. 

While the cause of the fire remains unknown, tenants 
point to conditions in the building that contributed to its 
spread and have rallied around a common goal — to get 
their landlord to repair damage in the building and bring 
their neighbors home. 

“I want this landlord to recognize my humanity  
and my loss and fix this building so I can come home.” 

 
– Papa Kante, a tenant who lost his wife and daughter in the fire
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protecting 
consumers  
against unlawful 
bank practices
after lsnyc client siraba keita and her four children were 
dislocated following a deadly bronx fire, ms. keita used her 
bank card and was surprised to find that chase bank had frozen 
her entire savings account due to an old debt. 

Although New York law protects up to $3,600 from such a freeze, 
Chase had unfairly frozen her entire account, which included 
more than $5,000 from her Child Tax Credit. Thankfully, she found 
LSNYC attorney Mary McCune, who was able to help recover her 
money, but the unlawful practice of freezing a consumer’s entire 
bank account remains widespread—as do the hoops consumers 
must jump through in order to recover their money.
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“this was all my life. i didn’t mean for it to 
end up like that. i’m not a bad person.  
i [just] can’t pay.” 

- Ms. Keita, Client

“i saved my money for a rainy day, and then 
it’s a rainy day and i can’t get the umbrella.” 

- Ms. Woodyear, Client
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helping newly 
arrived immigrants 
access life-saving 
benefits

The Bronx’s Public Benefits Unit 
quickly created a webpage, poster 
and postcards with helpful information 
(in English and Spanish) on how to 
apply for public benefits such as cash 
assistance, Medicaid, and WIC, eligibility 
requirements, what documents they 
might need, and where to apply. 

Likewise, immigration unit and other 
staff partnered with elected officials, 
community groups, and advocates to 
host resource fairs and Know Your Rights 
workshops to assist asylum seekers with 
changes of address, scheduling ICE 
check-ins, and checking the status of 
their immigration court cases.

as immigrants and asylum seekers continue to arrive in new york city, 
lsnyc’s staff jumped into action to make sure immigrants could access 
the help and resources they need as quickly as possible. 
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suing the doe to ensure  
students of color get an 
education during  
remote learning

10

LSNYC’s education team, along with Arnold & Porter, sued the 
NYS/NYC Departments of Education for failing to provide working 
technology, internet, and instruction to families of color during the 
pandemic, denying them access to an education in violation of the NYS 
Constitution and the NYC Human Rights Law. 

The lawsuit, filed on behalf of five families, seeks to force the DOEs to 
provide families with working technology moving forward, compensatory 
educational services to make up for lost education, and damages for the 
out-of-pocket expenses incurred to access an education. 

“For far too long, New York City’s most vulnerable students have lost out 
on their right to a sound and basic education,” said Tara Foster, a senior 
attorney at Legal Services NYC. 

“The pandemic and the approach to remote learning has had far-
reaching and devastating impacts on low-income students and families 
of color and has laid bare the deep gap in educational opportunity 
afforded to them as compared to their more privileged counterparts.”

“you have no idea psychologically  
what this did to my child. as a mother, 
this broke me. i did everything i could.  
i did everything i did to try to help her.” 

- Marie, a parent, said about her  
daughter who was held back a year
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lsnyc wins fight to keep  
bronx building rent stabilized

“this is a huge victory for tenants, 
but our fight is not over. our landlord 
has not paid utilities for months and 
now we are suffering because of this 
dishonesty. the building is at high risk 
of getting the services shut off, we 
won’t have electricity in the common 
areas of the building or cooking gas. 
we will continue the fight!.”

 
- Julius Bennett, a tenant leader  

at 1230 Woodycrest Avenue 

In April, tenants received notices from the Division of Housing and Community 
Renewal (DHCR), the state agency that regulates rent stabilized apartments, 
informing them that their landlord filed an application to deregulate the 
buildings, citing a J-51 tax credit that allows landlords to deregulate buildings 
in exchange for rehab work in certain circumstances. However, LSNYC 

advocates discovered that the rehab was paid for with public funds that 
actually prohibit buildings from being deregulated. After raising this fact with 
DHCR, the agency rejected the landlord’s application and ordered them to 
offer tenants rent-stabilized leases. Tenants are now fighting for much needed 
repairs and utility payments.

lsnyc’s tenant rights coalition successfully fought landlord emerald equity group’s attempts to deregulate six rent-stabilized buildings  
in the bronx, preserving affordability and keeping hundreds of tenants in their homes. 
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going the extra mile 
for domestic violence 
survivors
this year, lsnyc’s social workers mobilized and distributed  
more than $185,000 in emergency relief funds to client survivors  
of domestic violence. 

The funds, part of the federal Pandemic Emergency Assistance Fund, 
helped survivors buy essential items like food, clothing, and household 
goods. With little to no advance warning, LSNYC’s social workers 
assembled a steering committee to create and execute a distribution 
plan: creating an application template, coordinating with LSNYC’s 
finance department and other city agencies, tracking the funding, and 
making sure our clients were informed and able to apply. It was a huge 
undertaking, and LSNYC’s dedicated social workers, paralegals, finance 
staff, and others put in the hours to make sure our clients were able to 
benefit from these emergency funds. 

helping lgbtq 
ukrainian immigrant 
win asylum 

lsnyc, in partnership with gibson dunn, fought hard  
to help a gay ukrainian client win asylum. 

After years of bullying, Archie fled Ukraine to Kazakhstan, where he 
began a thriving photography business. However, after leaving a gay bar 
one night, his taxi driver brutally attacked him. Archie fled to the U.S. 
and filed for asylum, but initially lost because his asylum officer didn’t 
believe the country conditions in Ukraine were severe enough. LSNYC 
and Gibson Dunn continued to work with the client and prepared for 
a final hearing. However, before the hearing even began, the DHS 
attorney conceded the case after reviewing the evidence and the 
Immigration Judge granted Archie asylum. Archie is in a wonderful 
relationship and has a bright future thanks to Gibson Dunn and his 
LSNYC team.
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fighting tenant 
harassment in 
nyc’s gentrifying 
neighborhoods
lsnyc’s tenant rights coalition is helping 77-year-old tenant francis 
roberts fight harassment by his landlord who is trying to push him 
out of his home in gentrifying crown heights. 

The landlord, Yehuda Gruenberg, blocked the entrance to Mr. Roberts’ 
apartment with tents and port-o-potties, coordinated a harassment 
scheme with a new tenant who invites over friends who grill food in 
the hallway, use and sell drugs, threaten violence, pipe music through 
Mr. Roberts’ home, and destroy locks and removing doors, among 
other things. The stoop has been strewn with live chickens, tarps, 
trash, and raw sewage. Gruenberg also refuses to address mold, leaks, 
faulty electrical wiring, and other structural issues inside Mr. Roberts’ 
apartment. 

But Mr. Roberts is fighting back with the support of a revitalized block 
association, the Crown Heights Tenant Union, Crown Heights Care 
Collective, and LSNYC’s Tenant Rights Coalition. 

After numerous rallies, a lawsuit, and media coverage, repairs are now 
being made by the City of New York and LSNYC staff are starting to see 
more settlement offers.

“if it wasn’t for the support of my legal team and 
the neighbors, i don’t know if i would have made it. 
it’s overwhelming, i never thought that people that 
don’t know me would come out and support me,  
and it is overwhelming. there are still good  
people in the world.”

- Francis Roberts
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FINANCIALS
REVENUE

Legal Services Corporation and  
Other Federal Contracts $15,872,742 

Interest on Lawyers Accounts $5,375,429

New York State Contracts $21,814,314  

New York City Contracts $51,306,001

Events and Individual Donors $2,326,211  

Private Grants and Contributions $1,775,899

Foundations $674,155 

Attorney Fees $209,810 

Interest $15,292 

TOTAL $99,369,854  

DONATED PRO BONO SERVICES $54,949,989

EXPENSES
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Fundraising  
$758,148

Management 
 & General 
$14,302,242

TOTAL - $99,960,249

Program Services 
$84,899,859 
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$50,000-$99,999
Chaffetz Lindsey LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Dentons US LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

$25,000-$49,999
AIG
Arnold & Porter
Bloomberg LP
Compass Lexecon
Cornerstone Research
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Florence V. Burden Foundation
Hecker Fink LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kennedys
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
Marsh McLennan
Milbank LLP
Ontra
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels 
Foundation
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

$15,000-$24,999
Barclays Capital
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP
Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Cooley LLP
D. E. Shaw & Co., L.P.
Fenwick & West LLP
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Goodwin Procter LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Jenner & Block LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Morgan Stanley
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Shearman & Sterling LLP
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
USI Insurance Services LLC
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

$10,000-$14,999
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Allen & Overy LLP
Alston & Bird LLP
American College of Bankruptcy 
Foundation
Axinn, Veltrop & Harkrider LLP
Barnes & Thornburg, LLP
BNY Mellon
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Carlton Fields, P.A.
Consilio

DLA Piper LLP (US)
Duane Morris LLP
EY
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer US LLP
GFP Real Estate, LLC
Jones Day
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
PIB Law
Popular Bank
Proskauer Rose LLP
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
Steptoe & Johnson LLP

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
AlixPartners, LLP
Bank of America
CBRE
Citizens Bank N.A.
Covington & Burling LLP
Dorothea L. Leonhardt Foundation, Inc.
Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz PC
Friedman Kaplan Seiler Adelman & 
Robbins LLP
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
McKool Smith
Meta
MetLife, Inc.
Winston & Strawn LLP

INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
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the justice circle
$10,000-$24,999

Joseph S. Genova and Diane M. Genova
Ronan P. Harty
Michal Katcher and Daniel Katcher
John S. Kiernan
Marshall R. King
Susan J. Kohlmann
Martin Lebwohl
David F. Levine
William T. Russell, Jr.
Sara L. Shudofsky
Daniel Slifkin
Marc Treviño
Jeroen van Kwawegen
Liza May Velazquez
George Carroll Whipple, III
Michael D. Young

benefactors
$2,500-$9,999

Anonymous
Atiba D. Adams
Fredericka P. Bashir
Mark G. Cunha
Donna Daniels
Brooke Daniels
Alan Deckelbaum and Beth Zweig
Eric R. Dinallo
Brandon Dudt-Mulzet
Alexander W. Forger
Michael J. Garvey and ToniAnn Bonade
Melissa Garza
Alan M. Getz
Susan Reagan Gittes
David Gringer
Steven L. Holley
Deborah G. Howard
Ben A. Indek
Eamon P. Joyce
Sarah Keech

Gary S. Lee
Andrew J. Levander
Linton Mann, III
Scott D. Miller
Sharon Nelles
Irving H. Picard
Daniel Priest and Katherine Priest
Greg Raiten
Tawfiq S. Rangwala
William O. Reckler
Samuel J. Rubin
David E. Schwartz
Karen C. Shen
Patrick T. Shilling
Josh Silverman
Steven J. Slutzky
William H. Taft V
Michael J. Volkovitsch
Miriam Weiner

$1,000-$2,499

Laura Barzilai
Susan S. Baxt and Benjamin H. Baxt
Mark E. Bini
Sheila Birnbaum
Harvey E. Blitz
Marshal L. Bozzo
Allan S. Brilliant
Matthew D. Brinckerhoff
Samantha A. Bui
Martin A. Cammer
Hugh W. Campbell
Belgin Canturk
Vincent T. Chang
William J. Covington and Helen Covington
Greg Crane
Katherine Darras
Anita K. Dinerstein
Daniel P. Filor
Kenneth Fowler
Gary B. Freidman and Carol A. Freidman
Anthony Frempong-Boadu
Shelley Geballe
Michael P. Goldman
Linda C. Goldstein and Guy Manuel

The Honorable Hector Gonzalez
Jeff Gordon
Jamie Gorelick
Bernell K. Grier
Alyssa Grikscheit
Richard A. Grossmann
JoAnne Hagerman
Clint Hannah
Andrew R. Holland
James L. Kainen
Makala M. Kaupalolo
Jonathan J. Kelly
Ian C. Kerr
Sean M. Keyvan
David Kistenbroker
James Allen Lebovitz
Richard B. Levin
Pamela Anagnos Liapakis
Jennifer Freeman Mintz
Joseph P. Moodhe
Paul Murphy
Diane M. Nardi
Henry N. Nassau
Vicki Negron
Rosemary F. Palladino
David Parker and Ronnie Parker
Michael J. Pinsel
Deborah Rand
Raun J. Rasmussen
Maya Reeves
Natalie L. Reid
Benjamin E. Rosenberg
Lena Siddiqi
Brian M. Stadler
The Honorable Betty E. Staton
Nicolas W. Steenland
Anthony Teplitz
Jeffrey Then
Mark E. Thierfelder
Douglas Widmann
Kamali P. Willett
Tracy D. Williams
Andrea Zigman

defenders
$500-$999

Eric Abrams
Marc B. Adelman
Derek J. T. Adler and Noreen R. Weiss
Michelle J. Anderson
Kelechi Anyanwu
Diandra Archibald
D. Jarrett Arp
Stephanie Avakian
Kathryn Ball Narla
Lucas B. Barrett
Barbara Berzack
Craig Chapman
Elizabeth Coffin-Karlin and Matthew Coffin-Karlin
Jason S. Cowart
Matthew Criscenzo
Nicholas P. Crowell
Heather Cruz
Thomas Cunningham
Ashley A. Czechowski
Jonathan G. D’Errico
Michael D. Devins
Ellen M. Dunn
Cara D. Edwards
Josie Erlandson
Meghan Faux
John D. Feerick
Dennis Feldman
Robert M. Finkel
Ross E. Firsenbaum
Steven I. Froot
Daniel Geballe
Rachel Geballe
Gladimir Gelin
Anouck Giovanola
Joel S. Green
Jocelyn Edith Greer
James Hallowell
Erica E. Holland
Rachel Holme
Robin Howald
James W. Johnson
Robert Keefe

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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Paul E. Kerson
Paul Kiel
Henry Thomas Krim
Andrew Kurzrok
Marc Crawford Leavitt
Yoon-Young Lee
Michael Leotta
Susan B. Lindenauer
Kathryn Makatche
Dennis Manfredi
Kaitlyn Marino

A&E
Accenture
AIG
Akerman
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Alson & Bird
Amazon
American Express
Amgen
Apollo
Apple
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholar LLP
Bain Capital
Baker Botts LLP
Bank of America
Bank of Montreal
Bank of New York Mellon
Barclays
Blackrock
Blackstone
Bloomberg
BNY Mellon
BODYARMOR
Bracewell LLP
Brown Rudnick
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP
Chubb
Citi
Citizens Bank
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Compass

Consolidated Edison
Cooley LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Davis Wright Tremaine
DE Shaw
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Dechert LLP
Deloitte
Dentons
Dickstein Shapiro LLP
DLA Piper LLP (US)
Equitable
Facebook
Fenwick
Fish & Richardson
Fragomen
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
FRIEDMAN KAPLAN
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Goldman
Goodwin Procter
Greenfield Stein & Senior
Guardian Insurance
Holland & Knight
HSBC
Hughes Hubbard & Reed
IBM
Jenner & Block
JPMC
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Klestadt Winters Jureller Southard & 
Stevens
Kramer Levin
Kroll
Latham & Watkins LLP
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Lowenstein Sandler
Manatt
Manhattan Legal Services
Marsh & McLennan Companies
Mayer, Brown
McDermott Will & Emery
McGuire Woods LLP
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
MetLife
Milbank
Morgan Stanley
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
NBC Universal
New York Life
Norton Rose Fulbright
Novartis
O’Melveny & Myers
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison LLP
Paypal

PRO BONO PARTNERS
PepsiCo
Pershing
Pfizer
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
PNC
Proskauer Rose, LLP
Prudential
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan LLP
RBC Capital Markets
Ropes & Gray LLP
Salesforce
Seyfarth Shaw
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Sheppard Mullen
Simpson Thacher & Barlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP
Societe Generale
Squire Patton Boggs
Standard Industries
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP.
Sullivan & Worcester
TD Bank
Vinson & Elkins LLP
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Weil Gotshal Manges LLP
WeWork
White & Case LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher, LLP
WilmerHale
Winston & Strawn

Dolly Mark
Richard W. Mark
Patrick M. Mellon
Adam Money
The Honorable Velmanette Montgomery
Candace Moss
J. Emmett Murphy
Stephen Nordahl
Andrew Owens
Andre E. Owens
Tracy Pecher

Diana E. Reiter and Sean Mersten
Michael Renna
The Honorable Kathleen A. Roberts
Melissa O. Rooker
Charlie Rudoy
Anjan Sahni
Sandy R. Santana
Shrilaxmi Satyanarayana
Bethany J. Saul
John F. Savarese
Mona C. Schnitzler

Jill Simeone
Philip T. Simpson
Jane Steinberg
Andrew Stern
Jacqueline M. Stykes
Martha Adams Sullivan
Nakia Thomas
James Dominic Weir
Ryan Wilson

individual donors continued
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
William T. Russell, Jr. 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP 
Chair

Liza May Velazquez 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison 
LLP 
Vice Chair

Marshall L. Miller 
Kaplan Hecker & Fink LLP 
Treasurer

Marshall R. King 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 
Secretary

Linda Carrasquillo
Donna R. Daniels  
EY

Susan Reagan Gittes  
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Jeffrey Gordon  
Gordon & Gordon

Ronan P. Harty  
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Victoria L. Horowitz
Ben A. Indek  
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Zeretha Jenkins
Abdiel Joseph
Carl E. Kennedy  
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Susan J. Kohlmann  
Jenner & Block LLP

Martin Lebwohl  
D.E. Shaw & Co.

Gary S. Lee  
Morrison & Foerster LLP

David F. Levine 
Bloomberg L.P.

Ana Melendez
Michel Montes
Peter Ofner
Rasheedah Omar
Rosemary F. Palladino  
Private Practice

Nilda Pointer
Tawfiq S. Rangwala  
Milbank LLP

William O. Reckler  
Latham & Watkins LLP

David E. Schwartz  
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Karen Shen  
Pfizer Inc

Sara L. Shudofsky  
Arnold & Porter

Daniel Slifkin  
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Abibatou Traore-Miller
Jeroen van Kwawegen  
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP

Joy Wefum

WHO WE ARE“legal services nyc staff labor every day 
under crushing caseloads, under the emotional 
burden of their clients’ circumstances, with 
the heartbreak of knowing how many people 
they are unable to help — all to make america’s 
promise of equal justice under the law a reality 
for people to whom it would otherwise be just 
a cruel illusion. they represent not only the 
highest values of the legal profession, but the 
highest and most sacred value of america itself 
america itself — justice.”  

– James J. Sandman, former president  
of the Legal Services Corporation
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pro bono associate 
advisory board

Andrew Lindsay 
WilmerHale
Adam Sowlati 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Adrianna ScheerCook 
Troutman Pepper
Alexandra Gordon 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Ashley Czewoski  
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Catherine Hoge 
Kramer Levin
Cynthia Fernandez Lumermann 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Dagatha Delgado 
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Deepa Devanathan 
Skadden Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Eliot Kim 
WilmerHale
Elizabeth (Liz) Coffin-Karlin  
Skadden Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Gabby Bersuder 
Burford Capital
Jacob Alderdice 
Jenner & Block
Jacqueline Stykes 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan LLP
Janine Panchok-Berry 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Jared Allen 
Weil Gotshal Manges LLP

Jeffrey Then 
Kaplan Hecker & Fink LLP
Jessica Laguerre 
Arnold & Porter LLP
Jocelyn Greer 
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Joseph Bianco 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Joshua Wright 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Kaitlyn Marino 
Dechert LLP
Kathryn (Kate) Ball Narla 
US Bank
Ken Fowler 
King & Spalding LLP
Makala Kaupalolo 
Skadden Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Marcos Pueyrredon 
Stripe
Maya Reeves 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Meghan Gilligan Palermo 
Ropes & Gray LLP
Nonney Onyekweli 
National Urban League
Ramya Ravishankar 
Bowery Farming
Samantha Bui 
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison 
LLP
Sara Luz Estela 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Sruti Swaminathan 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher, LLP
Vanessa Gonzalez-Ahmed 
ScotiaBank

LEGAL SERVICES NYC
40 Worth Street, Suite 606 
New York, NY 10013 

BRONX
349 East 149th St. 
10th Floor 
Bronx, NY 10451 

BROOKLYN
105 Court Street 
3rd Floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

MANHATTAN
1 West 125th Street 
2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10027 

QUEENS
89-00 Sutphin Blvd. 
Jamaica, NY 11435 

STATEN ISLAND
36 Richmond Terrace 
Ste. 205 
Staten Island, NY 10301 
 
Call our hotline for legal 
assistance: 917-661-4500
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who we are (continued)

emeritus board
Mark G. Cunha  
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP (retired)
Joseph S. Genova  
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP 
(retired)
John S. Kiernan  
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Michael D. Young 
JAMS

executive team

Raun J. Rasmussen  
Executive Director 
Andrea Zigman  
Deputy Director 
Alexander Horwitz  
Chief Operating Officer 
John J. Lever  
Chief Financial Officer 
Kirsten Soberanis  
Chief, HR & Diversity 
Michelle Burrell  
Queens Project Director 
Peggy Earisman  
Manhattan Project Director 
Nadia K. Hernandez  
Staten Island Project Director 
Marie Richardson  
Acting Bronx Project Director 
Hon. Betty E. Staton  
Brooklyn Project President 
Tanya Wong  
Brooklyn Project Director
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